Assessment of Atmosphere-Ocean General Circulation Model Simulations
of Northern Hemisphere Atmospheric Blocking
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Only the first and third EOF patterns show relatively high correlation for both the reanalysis and the models (not shown).
Blocking highs tend to develop for high values of EOF 3 and low values of EOF 1. In other words, both a split and a reduced intensity of the westerly flow are required for blocking onset.
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So the lack of eddy activity embedded in the storm track and the reduced
amplitude of the split jet might be the cause of the simulated shorter
blocks.
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